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- ‘Rural youth must get access to edu

RV Raja Kumar

] here is a need to em

phasize on infrastruc-

L ture development,
give impetus to a wide spec-
trum of education, improve

o ] the guality
if\’_’“‘ | and smart-
ness of ser-

ﬁﬂ' vices, partic-
ﬁ’,_::‘ ularly inter-
net connec-

n*-u’:.-...d_, ti\'it_\' and

power, manufacturing. in
dustry, healthcare and agri-
cultural productivity, for
Odisha’s inclusive develop.
ment.

Today Odisha, and Bhu-
baneswar in particular, are
emerging as the hubs of
education with the pres-
ence of an 1IT, AIIMS, NIT.
NLU, NISER, SOA Universi-
ty. However, there is a need
to improve the quality of
education in the bulk of in
stitutions. Providing ac-

cess to quality education to
the rural youth would sig-
nificantly improve the hu
man and intellectual capi

SCHOOLS HAVE TU BREAK CUlSS BARRIERS

tal of thestate.

Reliable and uninter-
rupted power supply and
cyber connectivity are es-
sential pre-requisites of a
smarter Odisha. Though
the state boasts of surplus
power generation, inter-
ruptions owing to glitches
need to be reduced. Bhuba-
neswar was without power
for more than two weeks ow-

ingtothe snappingof trans-
mission lines during Cyl-
cone Fani.

Ourstate is witnessinga
good infrastructure
growth, but there is a need
to expedite decentraliza-
tion. There are serious con-
cerns on the quality front
like incurring mainte-
nance cosi, serious t[-‘ll!l'lit_l:
es in eyelones, foreing attei

bution to natural calamity
account, and thus causing
phenomenal national loss.
Weneed tourgently bring in
revolutionary improve-
ments in construction prac
tices and impart skill train
ing to masons/technicians.

Despite the great advan-
tage of mineral riches, the
state may not see prosperity
until the establishment of
value-adding metal indus-
try. Putting up the right pol-
icy framework, including
single-window mecha
nisms for the same, and se-
rious efforts in attracting
entrepreneurs can help. In
stitutions like ours are try-
ingtoencourage studentsto
take toentrepreneurship.

Thestate isdoing wellon
the skill development front
now and such efforts should
continue, We need todoalot
in the healthcare sector
Making agriculture profit
able, productive and decen-
tralization of development
isessential for inclusiviey:

(The writer isthedirector
af T Bhubaneswar)



